Removing Invisible Walls

A warkshop air Holiday Prajects West

by Judith C. Wisch

n Northern Ireland as in Israel there
lare two communities living side by

side, separated by deep-rooted fears
and institutionalized structures that have
built invisible but very real walls be-
tween them.

In Israel, the Jewish majority feels
threatened, with good cause, by the Arab
lands around them. In Northern lreland,
the Protestant majority feels threatened
by the Catholics, who have the support
of their coreligionists to the south.

Organizations in both countries are
trying to break down the walls. On a
dusty hill 30 miles from Jerusalem, there
is a School for Peace in the village of
Meve Shalom (Oasis of Peace), where |
taught for four years. Each year more
than 2,000 Jewish and Arab youths
come together for workshops and
Judtth C. Wisch worked with Hr.l!;e';jaF :f-“r:f:':h
West in summer 1984, She is now praject direc-
for for ethanlc understanding for the United Com-
munities af 5, . Phitadelphia and g faciliteror of
the Human Relotions Desegregation project of
Fellowship Farm, Judith is alsa on the board of
American Friends of Meve Shalom.
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seminars designed to reach bevond the
fears, stereotypes, and prejudices that
each one has grown up with;

MNeve Shalom has developed effective
technigques for intercultural conflict res-
olution, These technigues are emploved
in a four-day intensive workshop. The
overall goal is o encourage mutual
trust, respect, and understanding be-
tween the two groups and thus develop
an attitude of tolerance and peaceful
coexistence. Neve Shalom's working as-
sumption is that the separation between
the two communities—Jews and Arabs
live separately and go to different
schools—and their inability to meet one
another and talk openly and honestly
contribute 1o the continuation of the
conflicts.

Neve Shalom’s counterpart in North-
ernt Ireland is Holiday Projects West,
which runs mixed camps for Catholic
and Protestant youth, Having heard
about Neve Shalom from a British
Broadeasting Corporation  program,
Holiday Projects West invited two Jews
and two Arabs from Neve Shalom's
educational staff to come 1o Northern
Ireland to share their skills and knowl-
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edge of intercultural conflicts. I was one
of the two Jewish teachers.

| was surprised to discover that Catho-
lics and Protestants are much more
similar than Jews and Arabs: they speak
the same language with the same accent,
look the same, dress the same, cat the
same foods, dance to the same music.
Yet despite these similarities, Catholics
and Protestants in Northern Ireland are
as far apart as Jews and Arabs in [srael.
They live in different neighborhoods, at-
tend different schools, frequent dif-
ferent discos, read different newspapers,
vacation in different spots, Both sides
stay away from one another, and when
they do meet, they dare not talk about
the conflict. They smile and pretend.

In the community, in the schools, and
in Holiday Projects West itself there
seemed to be an accepted notion that
talking about the conflict and the
“troubles” would ¢reare undesired anx-
iety in the young people. When a politi-
cally tinted issue arose during a mixed
summer camp, quite often it was “‘swept
under the rug,”" as one youth leader put
it, with the comment, “‘It is better not
to bring that up in mixed company; it
may cause problems and hurt feelings,”
People began to believe that “*across the
ling" friendships can exist only as long
as the differences are ignored.

Enter Neve Shalom teachers with the
chutzpah to say that talking about per-
sonal views and fears of the conflict is ex-
actly the way to begin to reconcile dif-
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ferences and bring the two sides closer,

During a workshop participants move
through levels of personal sharing,
cultural sharing, dealing with stereo-
types and identity issues, and sharing the
joy and pain of what it is like to be a
Catholic or Protestant {Jew or Arab,
Only in the latter stages when enough
trust and listening skills have been de-
veloped in the group do we deal with the
maost difficult questions.

Hank is a handsome, cooperative,
and friendly [5-vear-old Protestani; |
liked Hank. He made friends quickly
with the Catholics in the group. He
spent a great deal of his time during the
six dawvs of the conflict resolution
workshop with Sean, a Catholic boy of
similar traits. Neither Hank nor Sean
had ever had a friend from *‘the other
side.”” Hank and Sean had a con-
frentation.

During the question-and-answer ex-
ercise Sean asked Hank: “If the IRA
came to you and said *We will stop the
killing if vou'll agree to change the name
of the city from Londonderry to Derry'
would you do it?'" Hank answered,
“MNo™; he wouldn't change the name of
the city to stop the killing, (L'Derry,
Hank and Sean’s hometown, is the only
city in Morthern Ireland with a Catholic
majority. The Catholic-controlled city
council wants to change the name of the
city from the Protestant-identified
“Londonderry™ to “*Derry.” Protestants
are strongly opposed.) Hank was then
asked if he would change the name of
the ¢ity to save the lives of the people
in the group. *1 live by my principles,*’
he answered. “MNo, 1 wouldn'’t change
the name of the city.”’

For an hour we talked about prin-
ciples: the principle of pride, the prin-
ciple of *'no surrender,"* and the principle
of saving a human life. We went around
to each person in the group and asked
the same gquestion as was asked of Hank.
Everyone ¢lse, Catholic and Protestant,
said they would change the name of the
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city to save lives, Then Hank spoke. He
said he had changed his mind. He real-
ized he had been brought up on fear-
based principles. Hank let down his in-
visible brick wall. He cried and cried,
receiving affirmation from everyone in
the group for his openness and courage
to change.

I recalled a similar incident in a small
group | was leading at Neve Shalom.
During the question-and-answer exercise
an the third day of the workshop one
Jewish boy posed this question to the
Arabs in the group: **Say it is 20 vears
from now and there exists a Palestinian
state next 1o lsrael. And say there isa
war between Israel and Palestine, we are
both soldiers, and we meet on the battle-
field. What would vou do?"" 1 remember
three responses. The first was T would
kill vou'; the second was “*1 would take
you prisoner, hide you, and release you
when the war was over''; and the third
was ‘1 would put down my gun, hug
you, and cry.”

Two months of running workshops
and training local vouth leaders did not
bring peace to the Emerald lsle. On
the other hand, Northern lreland was
different when we left. A process of
reconciliation that works with Jews and
Arabs in lsrael worked in Northern
Ireland. Meve Shalom's metheds and
technigues began to crack the walls of
bitterness and fear that separate Catho-
lic from Protestant.

Ann: “*Before, I thought Catholics
were all very bitter and that 1 couldn't
get along with them. Now 1 realize that
Catholics are just human beings the
same as myself and there are good and
bad sections of that community, the
same as in my own,"

Sean: “'I thought | would be meeting
some bitter people and not getting on
well with them. [ found out it was not
really bitterness but their own point of
"I-"iE“'."

Craig: “I've learned to respect other
people’s views even though I do not
agree, and that some people can be bit-
ter but that doesn't mean they are bad. "

Some people may say our work is only
a dropin the bucket. They may be right,
but ina world thirsting for peace, a drop
in the bucket can feel like a flood,

Far more information, write Ameri-
can Friends aof Neve Shalom, 225 W,
I4th St Rm. 918, New York, NY
f0122, or coll (212) 724-4864.
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fourth year  small groups
Hdias - Nepal
June 8-29 $3359

CHINA«TIBET
July 10-30  $4698

Costs inclede airfares, all meals,
hotels, sightsecing

Write for brochures:

Fev. Mack W. Mitetill, Firsd Parish Church LD
A0 Church Streel. Monbborosgh MA 01532 §17-393-8272
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* Westtown !
i School

Wes.'ywn, PA 19395
{215) 399-0123
PK=10th Graode Day
Y-12th Grade Boarding

“Hhink Westtown is special because the
pecple are willing to shara, willlng 1o
care, and willing to dare 1o be difterant
You can be your own persan!”

Batsy Brown ‘B

For Further Information
Please Contact:
Bradiey J. @uin,

Director of Admisslons

Scattergood

Friends
School

HICRAANY GHAWE WE SHEHHE

Bre. 1, Box 32, West Beanch, lowa 52358
Co-educational boarding school Grades 9-12

Callege-preparatory, an, drama; and life-skills
classes. Opan and creative community wherg
academic extellence and pareonal growth thriva
Students and facuHy of many nations, rases, and
faiths share In cooperative work programs and
sampl litestyle in a-rural sstting. Campus encom.
passes S0-acre working larm, 30-acre prarie,
nivw salar-heated gym, &nd 120-year-old Quaker
megtinghouse. Wew brochure, (319) §43.5036
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Friends
Music Camp

[farmerly Frionds Music Institute)

Four-week summer program
for 10-18 year-olds emphasizing

Music
Quakerism
. Community

June 29 - July 27
at Barnesville,

Fer brochure, write:

FMC, P.O. Box 427
Yellow Springs, Ohic 45387

Phone: 513-767-1311

20

Faght: Wark compers
e -'?r-:’i’rl'ﬂg.'

Below: David Bichie
Gt wWark

A L]

David 5, Richie is perhaps bost knowe
among Friends for hiv weekend work camps
i Philadelopfia. Fle fay afso participatedd aned
red work catvips in Ereope and Africa, as well
ay i arfer parts of the Uinired States, He was
g merrher of oneaf the first work camps
held in Finland after World War {1 In the
infervening vears Dovid hos refurned to
Firdand agatn aned again to be @ work comp
member, and fod the T957 work oy,

ver since the American Friends Service

Committee started international work

camps in Lapland in 1946 and 1947
and helped 10 organize KVT (Kansanva-
linenVapaachtoinen Tydlemjarjestd, the In-
ternational Voluntary Workcamp Crganiza-
tion), a constantly changing group of ex-
perienced Finnish work campers: has con-
tinued to organize some ol the best work
camps in the world,

It has been my joy 1o participate insis of
these work camps in July and August 1983,
as well as a similar mumber in 1984, My pur-
pose has been whenever possible to interpre
EVT's Quaker “‘roots’ (see **A Hemem-
brance—Esko Saari'' FJ 2715 and the prac-
tice of daily meditation, and | found 4 warm
response,

Some camps continue o help northern
Finnish Tarmers with their haying, clearing
land of stones, cutting and collecting [ire-
wood, and the like, as in carlier vears, but
freqguently local young people are participat-
ing a5 campers along with 1he foreign volun-
teers, Other camps have been invired 1o live

Work Camps
. in Finland

by David S. Richie

and work with handicapped persons. In sum-
mer 1985 two camps hacd a Third World
oricitation. One was devoted o collelting
and pavking clothing for Namibian refugees
in Samina, and another repaired and hoxed
used tools that had been collected from all
over Finland for shipment 1o Nicaragua as
an expression of the deep Europe-wide hu-
manitarian concern o save the threatened
MNicaraguan people and their mixed econdmy
from domination by either superpower.

My final camp was helping Lo restore the
sadly and badly burned Pasila Peace Station
near Helsinki. Dozens of volunteers, in-
cluding mysell, had helped prepare this
beautilul historic wooden railroad station for
moving Lhe vear before to become a center
for all the peace organizations, This it shall
vl becone!

In each camp there were fine volunieers
from Poland, Ceechoslovakia, and Hungary
as well as from six or -more countries of
Western Europe, but none from the United
States, English was the basic camp language.
Each camp had a veteran Finmish camper as
coordinator Lo organize the work and house-
keeping, bul each evening after supper in
maost camps an evaluation and planning ses-
sion was held with changing leadership and
with ¢very camper encouraged (0 sugges|
items for the agenda—a very democratic and
effective procedure,

To explore the very limited possibility of
participating next summer, a LS, volunteer
should write promptly to Service Civil Inger-
national (SC1-USA, with which KVT i1s af-
filiated), P.O. Box 3333, New York, NY
10155, -_
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