Ulster

after “Yes”

by Elisabeth Rae

Rr:c{-nrll.- pecple
all over the
world warched with
varying degrees of

interess wd the people
of Ulsrer and the

Trish Republic went

o the polls to decide
it they would give peace @ chance after one
of the st intransigent and seeminaly
mesplicable conflices of the 20th century,
Morthern Lreland = made up of 6 counries
from the Province of Ulster (and ofren
called Wlster althoush there are soill 3 eoun=
ties trone the veipinal Provinee chat are niow
part of the Republic of Frelmd): Northemn
Ireland came into being 55 0 sepamte entty
when leeland was canpaigrming for Flome
Rule instead of British rule, In Northermn
freland there was o majority of Protestants —
larzely Presbyierian descendants of Scorrish
sertlers from former centuries, These people
vigorously opposed Flome Bule as they
feared for their tate withuna umired and
largely Cathobic reland wichow the protec-
rion of Britaine 2o freland was divided and
the fiest Morthern reland parliament
opened by Kime Georoe Voin 1921,

From the very hepinning the Catholic
minority, which makes upabout one third
of the popalation of Norhern Teeland, has
opposed the idea of the division of [reland
and British rule in Ulster Also from the
Begsiing the Protestant communiey fus
been ohsessed with madntaining power and
|.1:-!|i1!11'lg oft the threar of the ever INCTEAsINE
Catholie percentage of the population.
There has been sporadic violence ever since
F921, bur the most recent “Troubles" which
began alwost 30 vears agi are the longest
Lesting amd have arracted warld wide
atcention to Morrhern [reland

Adlsough there e significant differ-
enices berween Northen freland and
Cruebee, there are some interesting snnilar-
ries. In Morthern Technd, like Ouebee, there
1.4 ETOup of people who are in the magority
i the eegion but are 10 o signilicant numor-

v in the country us = whole: The Ulster

Provestants, like the French Canadians,
hive alwavs feli that thetr culture and way
of Tife was vulnerable to assimilarion ond for
rhis reason they have gone o grear lenpths
o pracect in This bias contributiod o dis-
cormfort amongst other residents, the Boman
Catholics in UWlster anad the Anglophones
amd Allophones n Quebee. In Narrthern
leeland the lase 30 vears leading up 1o thas
year's Good Fritday Apreement has beena
hiseory of @ struggle hetween twe gronps of
people with very ditterent aspitations fore the
furure: Inthat steupele; and in the Gaod
Friday Agreement, there Bave been wimners
and Tosers nnd thie furore is 1ot yet secure,
Hewever o closer examirstion of the histor-
ical and cprrent contesr providis some
porinrers 1o Llseers fomre

The most recent round vislence in
Morthemn Ireland began (0 the 1960 The
Frime Minister at the vime, Caprain Terence
CMeill; rried o make e povernment moge
acceptable and responsive 1o the Catholie
popularion. This was reparded with gresn
suspicion by the Unonst magoriey who
eventuully forced him ouc of office. & the
same thie Catholics were being inspived by
the civil righes movernent in the USA and
Began to demand change i the way the
povernment and [ocal suthorities handied
issnes such as housing allocation and olec-
torul boundaries. [t & quite common for
Families in bl areas of Brirain ro live n
liousing which they eent from oeal authori-
tles, o Morthern Ireland chis howsing was
often given e peapte who were Prorestnt,
even when Catholic families om the wairing
list might have much mare need. A uifiie
wisting system was another significant griev
ance: Becanse the population livieg West of
the River Bann was predominarely Garholic,
theré had been a practice of fixing bondary
lirves 1y ervsure thie continued electiom of
Ulnionist poliicians to the Wormhern Treland
Parliament.

The spark that jenited the swouldenng
unrest was the allocation, i 1966, of o
howise toan unmareied Mrotestant woman in
Caledon, T Tyrone, when there werne
many Carholic familics on the waiting list,
The amitial protest and the Unionisr rencrion

eventually led to<ech o depree of incimida-
ticrn that huge numbers of people were
torced 1o Teave homes in mixed areas, Todday
most people lve in ares that are over $0%
either Catholic or Prorestant { Daunlop,
9955 Afier their arrval in the Province in
Adrgusr 1969 Brivish troops actually erecred
a fenee between Protestane and Carhiolac
ghermoes in Belfast. This fence was made
permanent over the vearsamd 1 issell in
place today,

At tirst the Catholics regarded the
Army as thelr protectors;, but thar atcitede
clanged as the <carch tor illegal paramilitary
weapans heman, As Pricestanes oo bund regs
somn mor foowane the security forces searching
thic Biatres anid possessions, both Catholics
nid Priveseants barricaded cerraln areas of
Belfiast and Londonderry to keep police and
sobdiers out and called them noezo areas.

(A Hisgory of the Troubles: Belfast Telepvaph
wehy pegre 1 UGR)

v thie vears thar followed some mat-
terswire 50 poorly landled by che authori-
tiew chint mstead of improving the situation,
they hadd the effect of increasing the suppon
and determination of the Catholic [RA
U such event was the introductiom of
mrernment i 1971 during which abour 300
men wha were suspected of rermorise
involvement were rounded up and held
withoue trial at a vanery of locarions in rhe
Prowinee. Another tragic and inflammarory
incident in the same vear was thee shootme
of 13 peaple who were taking part in an
anti-internment rally in Londonderry, They
were Rilled by British soldiers who opened
fire-on the crowd, claiming thar they had
first been fired on by snipers. This mcident
became known as “Bloody, Sunday! and
recently s inguiry was set up by the Bricish
govemnment o determine how the originagl
investigation was handled.

Thiz was a time of verror m Norhern
lreland. People had o flee for ther Lves as
homes were rorched. Bombs were plaged in
many locations, innecent people were
killed, arid even on the Brivish mainlond
Ill'ili in I'.i.'IE Irish REF[]]’!“E I]'!l':‘!'l.,‘ wils |_1|_|||_-;E'.i|:1g
and killing. The bombing and the killing
was not all done by the IRA and irs sphinrer
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groups, Protestant proops such as the U10A
(Llster Defence Assoctation) and rthe UVE
(Ulster Volunieer Force) and the UFF

i szer Freedoms Faghrers ) were abao
imviolved in g secrarian murder cimpaipn,

Ten years aiter the mtrodocon of
igrernment, another mijor ciuse of anper in
the Clarhalic community was the deatkis (in
19810 of 10 prisioners who were on hunoer
strike o drow attention to ther demand o
be treatod ns prisoners-of-warn These deaths
increased suppore for the TRA yet again, The
security forces were unbble toostamp our the
rerrorism and it Became clear thae o pelitical
sodirion was the only hope for o lasting
peace. S the beginning of these troubles
atecd peen with thousands of Brirish rroops
present in Ulster, there have been 35,000
shaoting incidents and (0,000 explosions,
Owicaasly the milizary solitlon was not a
staccesstnl one. (A Vistory of the Trowbdes,
Belfast Telemaph seeb page, 1998)

It weonld be masceurate regive the
snpression that Juning these vears theee
wore o eftores to abrain g settlement, or
that there were oo people who honestly
destred ro live i harmony with their neigh-
bowirs, whatever chunch they atended.
Flowever, any potential aprecments were
alwaveshort bved as both sides demanded
e corcessions than the other side could
[ivee wich, The simple analysiz is thar
Unidvinicrs Tave abvavéwanted the Hink to
Britwin tes be puarnnrecd while Catholics
want o unjre with the [osh Repablic. Any
e that Jooked sl 0 wonld gve 5 sienifs
peant “losh dimension” was rejeceed by the
Llnionist (Protestant) majoriny

Somerimes beliefs held abone the
apposing side are noe as well founded as we
might helieve. There is in reality oo unani-
mets wishe ammorsy Catbuslies to unite wirth
the Bepublic, as they realise that theee
would be costs involved - but Protestants
believe this 1o be the cuse (Marger, 1997)
The Bepublic is unhikely ro wanr 1o take on
such atroubled aren without mied teelngs
of Irs owi Un the other side, there 15 0o
[owve lost between MNorchern Treland and
Englarud. Unionists in Morthern lreland
often appear more loval to the Coown than
the English themselves — ot because they
feel a real affiney warh che English, but
mather becawse they so not see any othe:
viable cprion for the survival of thew cul-
ture, They kaww deep down thas Bricain
does s really feel that chey Telong
(lmaneff, [993}

Wharever the majority of people hope

for fronn thee Good Frday agreement, Liser
hias shown the world thar violence s easy o
start and difficulr to stop, Conor Cruise
LY Brien poiots out-how valnerable democra-
cy s Lo viclence: Maost people in any sicua:
tion want peace and rértosists exploit this
desie ra their advantape. To expliin his
theory he uses the example of the policy of
nppeasement adopred by the Western
demecracies towards Hitler before World
Wlar 11 Thas palicy assisted Hicler srearly,
Leaders who do not want to rake o toaph
stand, for fear of having their electiorae
think that they are warlike, often miss
OPPOTHINIEES 10 STopP Mounting sggnesson,
Irs i reference which also seems pertinent 1o
the Quebec situation O Frien has also
observed that breaking up couneries does
not always work out as well as people hope,
For example, Slovaks are now having second
thoughts aboue breaking up Crechosbovakas
becanse, although the Ceecls Republic 1
doing well economacally, Slovaki s not

() Brign, 1945),

Although it is true thas peace in
Marthemn Ireland would be welcome news o
many, it i also troe that there will be win-
ners and losers if violence ceases with the
Cinod Friday Aprecuzenn, An economy has
grown up-around securty personnel, cori-
struction work and the support svsrems nec-
essary for the police and army. There wiuld
be jobs lost and some of the people aftecread
mighe ot have the necessary <kills fo
peacetime work. Even the arms dealers will
hove to look for new customers, There s
alio the éxcitement facror o be'considered,
Northern Ireland had a very high unemploy-
ment fate and many of the people who
became involved in the violence were provis
ously unemployed. Throwsh dieir particiga-
tion they gained status, power and prostipe
These individuals became leaders of men
engaped in exciting and high risk activities
with access o gpuns and money that would
hiave been unthankable in ther ordinary
existence. Unemployment s sull relatvely
high in Northern Leeland with figures from s
tew years ago showye 23% for Carhaolic
men and 11% for Protestant men {Drenliap,
1995}, Unemploymenr and weltace book
unappealing whesn access may be had 100
more exciting lite, Added o chis s che realis
satiom that no one group has bad all ther
wants and dreams satstied by the Good
Fridlay Apreenient, and there s alwavs the
possibility thar seme extreme splinter gronps
wneither or bath sides will ke unvalling o

oivie up the srrujise,

Chwvens that the Agreement is tot
pierict in anvineseyes, the main aress of
pocenitial conflict for the new Narthern
Freland Assemble (o consise of 108 yrem
bers elocred by propartional representation),
will likely centee around such fopics as
decommissiomng arms and the release of
presoners, My find i haed cooswallow tha,
over the next rwo vears, morderers and
Besmnlsers will e released from prison with-
cnt serving thelr full sentences and be
rearded o8 beroes by thear own side of the
communily. S0 nany famifics have been
affected by death or ingury chat it will be dif-
Frtali o forgive, and impossible to forget.
Although Sinn Fein (the political wing of
the TRAY will be allowed o serve on the
Execurive - the equivalent of the cabiner —
only atter the begmaang of weapons decom-
sty {whach g being orcheseeared by
the Canachan Gieneral de Chastelain) there

15 deep distrust abour thewranrennans: There

ate many potentul disspreemieonts possible
hiere as each side views the handover of
weapons and the “democoite; non-vislert
meeanss expected of Jinn Fein through a
drfferen lens

Onthe Uniondsr side also there i the
parential thar the Aprecment mny be
derailed. To be sure that ot least 50% of
Frorearants vored “yes” i the referendum
on the Good Friday Agreement. there need-
ed L b an overall majority of T0%, The
fimpl Feure was just over 71%, While s
majuriey of Protesianss did vore i favour
of the Agreement, there bssnll o signifleacn
rfmiber who vared “ne”. Bev. lan Paisley,
the leader of the Ulster Unionist Party, con-
fires 1o B a nepative voice, and |sacill o
firee o be reckioned with, Paisley has
clhiimed thar the majortary of Unionists
{all Unacmises are Protestanes bur o all
Protestamts are Lnionises) vored S, s
in his opinion that wakes the sicnaton
unworkable (Belfast Telemraph 23 May,
1298). The longer he has 1o wock on s
supporters and sow the seeds of doobe and
diszruse in thesr munds, the greater potenitial
tiere 1 forserious opposition to tie
Apreement. Passley sees the Agrecment
wirth irs Morth-Souh eouncil ssan embry-
ol freland povernment — a sell-our -
whale- mare-rational people fee it as practical
co-nperation between neighbonrs,

Tl Gieond Friday Agredmemt bas been
ratifiecd. and although it can be nterpreted
riv migan ditferent things o different sections
of the population (s Barry White writing in

comtineesl om page 16
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greater tange of clients may be effccrively
servesd thromgh fmily medineion than
presently, For examaple, these unable 1o
effectively negotiare as-a result of an makili-
|'_\' Eoy Covmaes B DErims "u\'l."]'l r|:|.t' berrrnrat pony Of
the marical relationship, ot w separate pre-
vicus marital issues from their ongoing par-
enting respornsibilities, can be helped via the
use of a thiripeutic | family systems
approach, and mot excluded from mediation
as many are presently. A fEminise-informed
approach may be effective where situarions
of woman abuse and power imbalanee are
jclentified; such sitations are often excluded
from mediation ar present, W here one of
the issues i dispure relates o grand pareni-
erandchild relationsbups, mediation can
expond 1ts tocus in utilizing a multigencra-
rionial approach: Finally, 0w only with the
development of culturally-specific models of
practice that the field can engage members
of racial and ethneculooral minioritics; o
daee, i North America, family mediation i<
largely o white, middie-class phenomenon.
The tesearch also poines mo the need o
reexamine the teaining of tamily mediators
and certification requirements: Most prag-
ricing midiarors still consider the strocrued
negoiarion approach o be thi toundation
of fumily medistion. Bur mest Canadion
family mediarors now see this only as a
“stutting point,” and use elements of o vari-
ety of maodels i an arrempr o address the
diverse needs of the partles with whom they
wark, They have rejecred an exclusive
relizmee on the structured model they were
initially taughe and have embraced a varieey
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of appriaches. The 'structured nepotiatens’
approach by deself = seen by muny s inade-
quate; mediation traming progeams and cer-
trification standacds need o emphasize the
application of a range of practice teores to
nlowe mediators v adegquately understand
and deal with a greater diversity of cliem
and dispute chametenistcs (sinmtons of
hieh conflice, ghuse and power imbalance,
culrural diversiry, extended family relations,
angd g0 onl

When one examines the bodimpsof
this study 1o previons misdiaten researcly,
becomes clear that family medistion appears
tiv hove made i protound shalt mthe Las
decade. In irs cagerness to establish ieself s
a distmet and viable professton, o fooused
inirially on the development of o baghly
structured, neutralst approach thay would
unify a diverse proup of professionals work-
ing inoa range of praceice settmgs: This has
had the effece of restricting the ose of famaly
mediation to certain chient groups and dis
pute characreritics, Ay the feld develops
altermnative practice approaches and models,
howweser, it is likely that mediaton will be
rediscovered as analtermanve depute resolu-
rren mechanism for o much larger griup of
clienes: There 15 thus sreenendous poteniial
far growrh, az Canadian family mediation
continues tostrupele through mmportant
fssues nnd controversies, refines (s workimp
methods, and embraces o range of practice
models and approaches 1o fir the dovesary of
tamilies and communities it attempts (o
serve. W
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connued from page | |

the Belfase Telégraph after the vote points
outd, it does give Narthern lrebimd the
opportunety e e beyond violenee.
Uster eould become more Tike Scotlnd or
Wales in its relationship o Westminster
while also laving a preater involvement in
all- Irelamd affairs: White notes, “the
Agreement gives us the freedom o expand
our horizons amd drop et obsession with
exclwsveness, vither Beatisls or Ieish! (W hite,
19980, 1 this st happen then some of the
peaple whocarvently feel like lasers will
fave to be made toosee the positive aspects
—perhaps In terms af jobs or freedom — and
wdopt o new seenm tor thelr future,

Perhups one thung Ulster can teach us

abour the Quebec sinsation is thar any solwe
tiors must nim for 8 “winewin” solution thin
both sides can sell o their supporers.
Oppormunities for increasing umderstanding
and o wall should be sepzed cagerly,
Dividing mations & never casy and may well
never bring all its benefits thiar the propo-
nents expect. Yiolenee leaves lasting birrer-
ness and 1s g0 much easter o seart tham it s
terend, [t is to be hoped that for Northern
[reland the violemcoe & now over, #
Elisabarh Rue 5.0 former nuerse and o vegisternid
social worker. She is:presently the co-ordinator
af o teredventend sfport and education prow,

alimg with other voliunteer commitments, in

Caloory Alberra
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